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THE DEVELOPMENT OF WASHINGTON AS A NATIONAL CAPITAL
nothing is more generally

conceded by thoughtful people than
proposition that the ethos and sur-
roundings of a population should bo as
beautiful and ennobling as possible
Most of the older cities grew without
plan or much thought of tho future
with the consequence that many

subsequent Improvements were
rendered either impossible or burden
comely expensive and generally but
partially practicable at any cost

Narrow and crooked streets
good vistas or symmetry air or

light with awkward grades and build-
ings of all heights and all imaginable
and unimaginable materials and de-
signs have been unrestricted
where private or syndicate ownership
Tvlth the business sagacity to see thrt
beautiful things are more valuable than
the commonplace or ugly have
streets to be beautifully laid out and
built up

Foresight and Goad Advice
Why should not the people ns a body

politic through its own selfgovern
ment do the same thing for the

good A little foresight and good
advice obtainable at very little ex-
pense would the case If the ma-
jority of the people would stop to
think about It Undertakings of this
character are neither difficult nor

to the existing generation
for posterity could be left to do Its full
share while every move would be a
material present improvement propor-
tionately valuable and enjoyable-

No grand general plan for a prospec
tlvely large city can be executed with
in any few years nor even within any-
one generation The rapidity of devel-
opment must depend on that of the
growth of the city

Therefore a general plan and set of
fundamental principles should be
adopted as early as possible and there-
after Jealously guarded by a competent
advisory office or commission to see
whenever any new building or otherimprovement is undertaken that It

to the prescribed plan
Thus may even the present

enjoy and profit by the
beauty nnd attractiveness of the city
and at the same time leave to Its suc-
cessor an easier opportunity instead

blockade of continuous development
In the same direction If we start It
wisely it will surely grow with

progression because each
rddrd Item of real beauty will increase
the effect and beget

by multiplication instead of ad

Happily however a new era hRS
already dawned and become well es-
tablished In the country and tho larger
cities arc fast lining up in thoughtful
and Intelligent of the sub-
ject They are especially recognizing
thp material as well as the purely
esthetic value of directing civic

as much as possible along artis
lines and that it pays for the city

thus becomes more attractive popu-
lous and rich

Beautiful Boston
Boston took up the subject with char

arteristlc vigor and good taste years
ago and made itself with Its suburb
the most beautiful and attractive ofary city in the country expending3-
0000iiuO in parks boulevards and land

sc ape treatment Interposed through
more than two hundred square miles of
territory and costing half a million dol-
lars annually for maintenance

New York Baltimore Buffalo Cleve-
land Chicago with Its already extensive
boulevards and parks Minneapolis and
St Paul combined St Louis Kansas
City and New Orleans have all taken
the matter In hand in recent years and
established their civic art commissions
Most of them have already made sued
remarkable progress that the improve-
ments are their most Interesting fea-
tures

The subject is not now a new one
and the development of Washington H

the National Capital lately brought to
the front more prominently than over
before by an accelerated growth of pop-
ulation and of Government interests
presents nothing strange nor difficult
of realization Unlike Europe with

PINEHURST PARK-

The Most Beautiful Residence
Neighborhood of the

Rock Creek
Park and Chevy

Chase Section
of the Dis

trict-

A wellknown millionaire business man
from a Western city after a drive
through the picturesque Rock Creek
Park and Chevy Chase section of the
District Immediately inquired as to the
ownership of several tracts In this
neighborhood and after closing a deal
for a nice little acreage plat said that
he Intended to hold It not as a specula
tion but as a site for a home when the
time should come that he would be able
to retire from his business interests and
take up his residence In Washington
Many wealthy men and notables from
sections of the country have purchased
property In this section of the
with the Intention of spending the bal
ance of their days in the most beautiful
and healthful suburban neighborhood of
the District

There Is no doubt In the minds of real
estate experts who are watching
the wonderful development Washing-
ton that this will eventually be the most
desirable section of the Na
tional only because of Its
proximity to the Crock National

of tho most beautiful reser
vations in the on account of
the high elevation of the land and Itsdesirability from the standpoint of

Probably the prettiest section of this
choice neighborhood lies In the subdi-
vision known ns Pinehurst property which has only recently been i

to investors is controlled by
a company known as the Pinehurst Park
Company with offices at Tenth and G
streets northwest Under their careful
and conservative management
erty Is being developed and
cid many lots sold toT nropose to Homey n the near
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autocratic authority to push such
dartaklngs in the past centuries ve
have had to await public enllghtei
mfent and appreciation before we could
begin

Moat fortunately however the fathers
of the Republic in their marvelous wis
dom and foresight did succeed in se

the adoption by the Government
of a plan of avenues streets and park
reservations before the Government had
even occupied Its District of Columbia
and its projected city of Washington
or had even begun the construction of a
single public building That plan all
drawn on a single sheet of paper guided

V down tho century the layout of the en
tire city and finally fixed Its lines and
traces forever beyond alteration and
she venerable old plan itself worthily

somewhat like the Constitution
le tenderly preserved among the most
precious archives of the United States

Immediate Action Necessary
Thus was secured to the nation and to

all its future generations practically
without cost the opportunity for the
gradual building up In architecture
sculpture and of a capital city
worthy cf the great nation it represents
and in the best senso of the term tho
most beautiful city the world has ever
known To ensure however a plan
of development along the lines of th
old city plan must be immediately adopt
edUp to the present point the city has
grown well In Its years of slow increase
of population and government needs A
most fortunate beginning was made in
the architecture and location of the first
of the Government buildings and in con
formlty with the original plan of the
city Then followed a long period of
dark age of architecture throughout the
country during which the fortunately
few public buildings erected in Wash
ington were designed and located in a
disorderly and thoughtless fashion

Many of dollars were thus ex-
pended and we now have the permanent
granite woodpile of the State War and
Navy building and tho illfavored and
illlocated Postofflce aid Pension bulld
lags These are useful as fwd examples
for such seem necessary in teaching
what good architecture is

By good fortune however hardly to
be expected and certainly not to be re-
lied on tho public spirited unofficial

of a few individuals have resulted
in the appropriate designs and locations
of the six great public buildings includ-
ing the Union Railway Station now
under construction in the city The com
rrehensive study of the subject embod
led in the plans of the Senate Park
Commission although unofficial and still
rutting in the form of a report to the
Senate Committee on the District of Co-
lumbia was the moving spirit in this
and powerfully illustrates the Indlspen
abllity of adopting tend prescribing a
general plan and certain fundamental
principles for they future growth of both
the city and the District

The United States owns and controls
the restrict the ground acquired when
the Government was organized for its j

own Independent and superior business
This control is absolute and as perma-
nent as the Government Itself

The owner Uncle Sam will always
live to use and enjoy the location while
the generations of the people will come
and so each enjoying it for a brief
poriod a mere fraction of the time need-
ed for its full development the growth
of oak trees and noble groves the per
manent setting of fine lawns the ageing
of graceful classic buildings trlngs
which the passing generations sue
cesefully enjoy and contribute to the
development of

Precaution Is Advised
But ovary step taken without the

of a plan looting to the future will
surely be regretted later on Just as
the fathers of the Republic planned the
national city foreseeing the wonderful
increase that has come to the
tho present father of the yet
and over greater nation of the future
should at once the few simple and
Inexpensive stops to ensure to the com
ing generations opportunities to add
their contribution with telling effect to
the beautiful upbuilding of the city and
District instead of allowing those

to be dostroyed forever
All this would be accomplished at no

Cuts and illustra-
tions are so generally
used in advertising
matter nowadays that
It is well to know
where to have first
class ones made

We nave built up
a big business in
making the right
kind of cuts for ad-

vertisers

The Maurice Joyce
Engraving Co

H G C Stiles Manager

Star Building
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expense beyond what tho government
will incur in any event Intelligent ar-
tistic direction of the Inevitable expendi
tures for public buildings and improve
ments in all that id required not an ef
fort to hasten the development or the

It costs no more to secure
good drlgns and good results in

and landscape than inferior ones
It depends mainly on the brains and

employed for the professional fees
are practically uniform

The desired ojbect can be tualped Gael
the beginnings immediately rditttzed if
Congress will simply authorize tho Pres-
Ident to appoint a commission merely to
advise Congress and the Executive In all
matters relating In any way to the

building up of the city of Washing-
ton and the District Columbia Such
a commission well chosen would very
soon win the confidence of all parties
concerned and convince there of the wis-
dom and feasibility of its propositions
It not Congress could terminate it at
any time because always in control of
the situation and never obliged to ap
propriate money or enter Into anyobll
gntion far the execution of a single plan-
o Idea discordant with Its judgment

To Point the Way
The commissions business would never

be to urge rapid progress of development
nor the expenditure of money but only
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to point the way having always an eye
to a predetermined conprehensive
scheme whenever an Item within its
scope may be under consideration

An Instance In point is the recently
published revival of memorial bridge
project Such an important down
Hating object should by alt means be
considered with reference to the general
development of the whole public terri
tory extending to Capitol and up an6
down the Potomac shore and not to the
merely local features of the old observiu
tory hill and a New Yom averue ap-
proach as If It could never come into
relation with anything in the wide
rnageof the Governments own perma-
nent territory aU about It

Such a relation Is soon to come and to
count for greatness or meanness accord-
ing to the quality of the consideration
given to its conception and design

All permanent work done in the public
reservations and parks mot to speak
of the city at large should be consid-
ered directly in the line of the gradual
execution of a prescribed general plan
Artistic foresight In all such undertak-
ings would thus be an investment of In-

calculable future value to all the pee
and of the greatest Interest even

during the gradual development of the
general plan

Every added step would Inspire fur
ther progress at a compounding rate
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and the city very soon become famous
throughout the world as the subject of
the nations serious esthetic attention
while its attractiveness to the i visitor
and tho home seeker would be corre
spondingly increased

The advisory commission would not
depend on its own personal ideas and
r fcourcoA in the performance of U

duty but would gather and be
the of the best intelligence-
and taste of the whole country Tho na
tion rather than a committee alone
would thus control its own Capital City
as it should do

Individuals and corporations employ
expert advisors in their important end
moro fapmprehenslve fialrs Why should
not tho Government do likewise and be
as thoughtful of the future of Its city
as an Individual of his estate

Congress Confused

Congress has been beset and confused
time and again with illstudied projects
for Government buildings and similar
works Involving good taste and proper
location all well meant but In the
nature of things considered within nar
row limits and without reference to the
future in all its bearings The District
Interests themselves are constantly
coming before Congress under similar
conditions incomplete end out of

to the Interests of the National
Government in the matter of general
development

Thus it happened that In self defense
the Senate Committee on the District of
Columbia solicited the of a num-
ber of the best qualified professional
men In the country resulting in the
great report of the socalled Senate
Park Commission three years ago That
re ort is illustrated by a complete
series of large drawings and models by
which every person may get a clear
idea of the beautiful project represented
as It would work out in part and n
whole

The work of the commission was gra-
tuitous although it comprised a year
and a half of Incessant labor of the
commissioners The project is as sim-
ple direct and restrained in its
position and detail as it is marvelously
grand In its effects illustrating con
fcplcuously the greatness of true simpll

i city in such art None of the buildings
need be highly enriched or expensively
designed for their style would be

with the cMUMic style of the
Capitol and several of the Government
buildings already and now being erected
in the city

Considering Its general scope and
principles the Park Commi-

ssions plan cannot be extensively criti-
cised Something different may be made
but not In the main better Its very
basis Is faithfulness to the
LKnfaut plan of the city conceded by
alt good Judges to be beyond criticism
and en wnich tho city has grown for a
century

The Desirable End
Such is the all desirable end to be se

cured for the growth of the sections oc-
cupied and to be occupied by the Gov
ernment Itself But tbe privately occu-
pied sections of the city should also be
considered and directed in their improve-
ment along lines and under regulations
ensuring harmony within themselves and
with the Government sections This
would make directly for the good of all
concerned until the whole territory

thus the embodiment of the na-
tions best taste as well as the seat of its
great Government would be by far the

great
conservator
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most distinguished metropolis in the
world

At present the District iputUling regu-
lations have hardly reuchjd the subject-
of fine art and i ny lot owner may still
freely build as igly and discordant a
structure as may suit his fcjiey or his
spite doing his as well as the

nuisance So long as his building bt-

atronar enough safe from not too
hffch nor beyond the building line no re
strlption IB made indicated

The house may be any color or col
ors acid any shape or style or no style
at all wholly regardless of its neigh
borhood Other nuisances are proscrib-
ed but not this one Consequently no
city as a hole can be said to be well
built Certain squares at d sections of
cities are so but not the whole

Not mere uUfortlty but harmony is
the tiling People have been so long
familiar with the existing practice as
to be oblivious of the advantage and
practicability of a certain degree of pre-
scribed and enforced taste in the
building up of their cities Restrictions
well considered and obeyed would really
harm or inconvenience nobody vhlle on
the contrary all would profit in thee
long run

Proposed
The proposed commission would have

the respoot owl confidence of the citizens
as well as of the Go ornment because
composed of the ablest men in the pro
fession in the country at large free from
local prejudice and selfish interest It
would be avdjlable for advice to the cit-

izens one and all as well as the District
Government on matters of good taste
in their building and parking

Few builders c r architects would wish
to KO counter to the best judgment of
such a commission especially as to the
principles of civic design All erne
and thoughtful people with limited
training in art wisti to know the r

from the bad wheat spending their
money In that dlrec on and in Wash-
ington would welcome auch a source of

Positive steps to guard and wisely di
rect the beautification vof the city and
District must be taken very soon No j

other bourse may ensure even passm
result of the inevitable future

of the nations money In its Cap-

ital CK I

A GREELEY ANECDOTE-

A frlendof Dr White says he missed
the point c one of tho best and gives it
in this

brother Universallst called
to remonstrate with Horace Greeley on

w the Tribune to contro-
vert those ort J dox Christians who w ere

the reLJRlous of New York
with revivalist sermons denouncing

to all the elect found the
great editor writing He kept on

Greeley do you mean to
awful doctrine unchallenged in
your newspaper that all but a few of
the people of great country are

to Is your idea of duty
Finally patience was exhaust-
ed he lifted up his and spoke
Not half enough i people go to now
go there yourself

Phone 3U 2320

NATIONAL MOSAIC COMPANY
nail Penno A e

Venetian All Styles of
Mosaic and tiling

Library W C
S Capitol Washington D C

Monument T Washington
S Soldiers Home Was tngton D C
S Government Printing flee Wash

Ington D C
Department Wash ngton D C

S Government for Insane
Washington D C

S National Museum Was hlngton
Institution ngton

Building Washington D C
Monument Wasnlngt on D C
Building Washington D C
Star Bldg Washingto n D C

Life Building Washington D C
Residence Senator S B T
BerUh Wilkins Captain Andt rson
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MURPHY COMPANYS
PAINT ESTABLISHMENT

What unlovely places our dwellings
and great office buildings would
without paint clear traiisparent glass
mirrors and all such adornments The
Murphy Company at 1106 G street make

their business to supply just these
articles of use adornment and beauty
AId you will it a pleasure to deal
with them too because they ar young
Progressive holiness men who have done
things and intend to do much more good

In a word everyone steal theplace seems imbued with the prevailingspirit of push and helpfulness a
team pulls together the heavy load must
soThe firm was incorporated
3 1906 under Districtand the officers J A Kaliher pres
laent E J Murphy vicegeneral manager R S Bmbrey sec-
retary treasurer

The firm in good honest ar-
tistic work Cheap labor cannot produceny not employ it Although the firm only commenced busi-ness about two years age mention of atow residence which have receivedits work and where it met withthe highest approval will suffice to
show its standing
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apartment
residence of R F Bishop at Falls
Church F T Sannor Charles A Doug

on Columbia
Quincy place Mrs Oliphant Mrs Kins-
man Mrs Admiral Taylor W C Ford
and Mr Henry Mactier The last rtve
elegant residences being located f the
beautiful uburb of Chevy Chase
are also the Sue homes of Mr HJOTP
Cleveland Park Hon J B H nTonSixteenth and Erie and a it of
others The tine Interior glass work of
the American Security and Trust Co
Fifteenth and New York avenue was
alto executed by the Murphy company

Among the contractors their
found special favor for both its quality
and manner pf execution Among these
gentlemen might be mentioned such
names as Richardson and Burges Lips
comb Co Charles A Langley Samuel
Edmondston John Simpson Sons H
Warthen W E Speir Co Boyer
Smith Neuman Smith Taplin

Co and in fact about every lead
ng contracting or construction company

That does business in the city This
progressive firm takes pleasure In fur-
nishing prospective builders with esti-
mates consultations information and
all possible assistance A phone or pos
tal will give you information or secure
an appointment

JOHN 2AITIEXI President
CRAB rACCHnrA Vice President
L D GUTMAIT Treasurer-
V rACCSHTA Secretary
P S SEGITAPXORI
G B PACCKTTTA Directors

For Floors Walls Ceilings Fireplaces
and Decorations

ENCX3-
SRochanibeau Apartment House Wash-

ington D C
Raleigh Hotel Washington D C
WlIlard Hotel Washington D C
Georgetown Wash-

ington D C
Franciscan Monastery Brooklancl D C
Business High School Washington D C
Y M C A Building Washington D C
Md University Hospital Baltimore Md
Claypool Hotel Indianapolis lad
Seclback Hotel Louisville Ky
U S Battleships Missouri Wesi Vir-

ginia and Maryland
Public Library Norfolk Va
University of Va Charlottesville Va
Rouss City Hall Winchester Va
Nelson Page Senator J B Foraker
nd many other private and public
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Wi PIERCE
DEALER IN

LUMBEROF-

FICE and

14th St
Bet Band G Sts N W

Contractors for the
Flooring etc in the new Times
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